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Brussels, 25-26 November 2014

OPERATIONAL CONCLUSIONS 
EDUCATION AND CULTURE
· Following the establishment of an independent commission for higher education and scientific research, Albania was encouraged to finalise and adopt the draft law on higher education and a clear Action Plan / Road Map for its implementation. 

· As regards the re-accreditation process, Albania was encouraged to provide a list of accredited and non- accredited institutions. Albania was also encouraged to explain the consequences of non-accreditation and the procedures, conditions and timeframe for reapplications.  
· Albania was encouraged to implement first steps towards improved transparency and inclusiveness of appointment procedures of teachers and school directors. 

· Albania was encouraged to further work towards modernising teacher education and training especially to include the 8 key competences identified in the Common European Framework of Reference in the national curricula. 

· Albania was reminded of its declared commitment in the Western Balkans Platform on Education and Training (2013) to certain higher education reforms.  Albania is due to report progress on these at the next Ministerial meeting in 2015.

· The commitments given in the 2014 Platform Ministerial meeting to reforming the preparation of teachers will require a report progress in the 2016 Platform Ministerial meeting. 

· Albania was encouraged to continue reform of its VET system, including through improved links with the private sector. Following the finalisation of the 2014-20 National Strategy of Employment and Skills, Albania was encouraged to adopt the strategy and related action plan. 

· Albania was encouraged to quickly develop roadmaps for reforms in the education sector as the first year covering the strategies is already over. In addition, Albania should include monitoring measures for the implementation of its strategies and action plans.

· Albania was commended on its plans for participation in future PISA assessments and analysis of its results. Future participation in PIRLS, TIMMS and PIIAC was recommended.

· The Commission stressed the increased cooperation with Albania in the field of education, youth and culture in view of Albania's new status and its increased participation in the EU programmes in these fields.

· Albania was praised for its nomination of experts to participate in the OMC and its working groups (6) on education and training.  Regular and active participation was encouraged.

· The Commission explained its intension to revise the reporting in the sub-committees to include indicators from the ET 2020 strategy and to have constant measurements in specific areas every year. This will facilitate a more accurate and evidence-based Progress Report.
· Finally, on a more horizontal note, the Commission underlined the importance of developing measurable statistics. Specific statistical data will have to be provided, especially on pre-school education, early school leavers, youth unemployment, in order to make sure that progress can be measured and be put in context with other countries in the region.
SCIENCE AND RESEARCH

· Following the entry into force of the Association Agreement to the EU's framework programme on research and innovation Horizon 2020 (2014-2020), Albania was encouraged to step up its efforts on capacity building on H2020 as well as on creating more scientific excellence in order to increase its success rate of applications. 
· Albania was encouraged to increase the level of investment in research by increasing the level of national funding and stimulating private sector to increase expenditure on research. In this context, Albania was encouraged to work on improved S&T statistics in order to measure the exact level of expenditure on research, by both the public and private sectors.  
· Albania was also encouraged to transmit to the Commission its draft 2016-20 national strategy on research and innovation and a timeline in view of adoption, including  an Action plan on implementation and monitoring tools.  
· Albania was encouraged to ensure good coordination with the actions on innovation in particular measures to involve better SMEs in the research and innovation chain.
· Albania was encouraged to increase its contribution to the European Research Area and Innovation Union, amongst others through rendering the national funding more effective in line with Objective 1 of the European Research Area and adhering to the principles of open and transparent recruitment.
· The Commission on its side will explore the possibility of organising a peer review exercise to Albania in early 2015, covering research and innovation. 
INFORMATION SOCIETY, MEDIA AND ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

Information society

· Albania was encouraged to adopt the new strategy for Digital Albania 2013-2020, with the aim of aligning the national policy with the EU 2020 Digital Agenda for Europe.
· Albania was encouraged to explore the possibilities of using IPA assistance in this field, taking into account the new IPA country strategy 2014-2020.

Audiovisual/media 

· The Authorities were encouraged to follow with the full decriminalisation of defamation and libel in line with the European standards; 

· Albania should take the necessary steps to stop the expansion and regulate the illegal use of national frequencies without a licence by several broadcasters;  

· Further efforts are required to strengthen the capacity and independence of the media regulator and of the public broadcaster;

· Long-term financial sustainability of the public broadcaster should be ensured.

Electronic communications

· The EU delegation strongly encouraged Albania - as a matter of outmost importance - to ensure that digital switchover will be completed by June 2015, and consequently to carry out the authorisation process allowing the "digital dividend spectrum" to be used for broadband services. 
· Albania was strongly encouraged to adopt legislation on rights-of-way;
· Albania was strongly encouraged to implement the single European emergency number 112.
EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL POLICY 

· Albania was encouraged to focus on ensuring implementation of the Framework Directive (Directive 89/391/EEC) and the two related individual directives (Directive 89/654/EEC and Directive 2009/104/EC) in the area of health and safety at work. 
· Albania was encouraged to adopt the amended Labour Code; the Commission would welcome the text of the final draft Labour Code;
· Albania was encouraged to improve the budget and capacities of the State Labour Inspectorate and to continue training, including on EU labour law and the new Labour Code; 

· After the re-establishment of the National Labour Council, Albania was encouraged to continue ensuring that this is a proper tripartite social dialogue structure in line with ILO principles. The Commission would welcome more detailed information as regards the organisations represented in the National Labour Council. 
· Albania was encouraged to step-up efforts to improve the reliability of the LFS and to start planning the development of the SILC.
· Albania was encouraged to continue steps taken to address informal employment but also to develop a more comprehensive policy response. An analysis of the factors for informal employment would be necessary. 
· The Commission took note of the adoption of the National Strategy for Employment and Skills 2014 – 2020. The strategy would be an umbrella for a much needed coherent and coordinated policy approach. Albania was encouraged to ensure appropriate allocation of funds for the implementation and to closely monitor implementation. Albania was encouraged to closely monitor the employment promotion measures and their impact.

· Albania was encouraged to continue modernising the public Employment Services , notably to carry-out the implementation of the New Service Model to all offices 

· As regards social inclusion, Albania was encouraged to allocate sufficient funds and to enhance capacities to ensure the implementation of the Roma strategy and Roma Decade Action Plan, and other policy instruments, notably at local level. Albania should also to step up the fight against discrimination of Roma in access to employment, housing and health care. Concrete measures to improve living conditions of Roma and to enable increased participation of Roma in public life, including through efficient implementation of education promotion policies, should be taken;

· Albania was encouraged to finalize the 2015-20 Strategy on social protection and the Policy Document on Social inclusion and to adopt both as foreseen during the first quarter 2015, to ensure the allocation of sufficient funds, and further strengthening of the Ministry of Social Welfare's capacities and better coordination between central and local governments. Albania was encouraged to continue modernising its social assistance, notably mechanisms in economic aid delivery;

· Albania was encouraged to ensure that the reform of the pension scheme addresses both adequacy and sustainability. Sufficient private provision should be collected to ensure sustainable viability of the scheme. 

· Following the adoption of the framework law on inclusion of and accessibility for people with disabilities, Albania was encouraged to put in place the necessary improvements in infrastructure and access to services, which implementation requires.
· As regards anti-discrimination, Albania is encouraged to focus on efficient implementation of the law on Protection from Discrimination and bringing cases to their final completion in order to increase case-law on anti-discrimination. Continued efforts should be made to raise general awareness on anti-discrimination, gender equality and the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons.
· Albania was encouraged to make additional efforts to ensure to properly implement the legal framework guaranteeing equality of men and women as regards employment and strengthen the capacity of the National Council on Gender Equality.
· The Commission on its side will explore the possibility of launching a strategic dialogue on employment and social policies (ESRP dialogue) with Albania in the course of 2015. 
MOVEMENT OF WORKERS

· The Commission would welcome receiving the English text of the Law on Foreigners and its implementing by-laws;
· Albania has proposed the Annex entries to the Council Decision on social security coordination. The Commission is analysing it and will come back to the Albanian authorities in this regard.

