	[image: image1.wmf]
	EUROPEAN UNION –  ALBANIA
5th Sub-committee Meeting 

TRANSPORT, ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT 

AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Brussels, 5-6 may 2014


	[image: image2.png]





Overall Conclusions

· Minutes and operational conclusions should be formally finalized by 15 July and Albania should send two follow-up reports on the operational conclusions by 1 August and by 3 November 2014. 

Energy
· Albania will continue its efforts to align its legislation with the acquis, in line with its commitments under the Energy Community Treaty, including as regards alignment with the third internal market package as of 1 January 2015.

· The new Power Sector Law, based on the draft submitted by the Energy Community Secretariat, should transpose the Third Energy Package on time and effectively open the market by abandoning the single buyer model as well as excessive price regulation. Albania will finalize the Law as well as the Market Model in close cooperation with the Energy Community Secretariat.

· Albania will clarify the status of the draft Gas Law developed by the Energy Community Secretariat and inform the European Commission and the Secretariat about the envisaged date of adoption. Furthermore, Albania will inform the European Commission and the Secretariat about the steps envisaged to unbundle Albpetrol and the respective timeline. Before submitting a binding bid for capacity on the TAP pipeline, the Albanian authorities and companies will consult the Secretariat.

· Albania will speed up its efforts to adopt an Energy Efficiency Law, as well as National Action Plans on energy efficiency and renewable energy respectively, before summer 2014, in order to bring to an end the non-compliance with the Energy Community Treaty as identified by the Secretariat in two open infringement actions. The Law on Renewable Energy Sources will enter into force not later than the Power Sector Law.

· Albania will provide an English version of the Albanian legislation on safety oil reserves to the Commission which is aligned with Council Directive 98/93/EC. 

· Albania will continue to reduce energy losses and increase bill collection rates. Albania will verify and inform the European Commission and the Energy Community Secretariat as regards exact figures for energy losses and bill collection rates respectively.

· Electricity prices will be gradually brought to cost-recovery levels, with accompanying measures to address protection of vulnerable customers.

· As regards nuclear safety and radiation protection, Albania will continue transposing and implementing the Euratom acquis.  

Transport

Infrastructure

· Albania should prepare sound and feasible project applications under the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF).

· Albania should pay attention to agreed SEETO priorities that form part of the TEN-T extension into the Western Balkans.

· Albania will step up its efforts in improving the maintenance of the transport infrastructure, including ensuring adequate funding with possible participation of the private sector.

· Albania will improve co-ordination of construction of port infrastructure, including dredging works and development of hinterland connections.

Road 

· The European Commission will try and facilitate trilateral talks with the Mission of Albania in Brussels and the Greek Permanent Representation to the EU to discuss the current regulations applied by Greece to international bus services between Albania and Greece. to assess the situation in detail. 
· Albania will provide information on how Regulations 1071/2009, 1072/2009, 1073/2009 and Directive 22/2006 are transposed; Albania will provide tables of concordance. 

· Albania will speed up the adoption and implementation of acquis on driving licenses, roadworthiness tests and vehicle inspections as part of the measures to address road safety. 

· Albania will report on how the roads safety measures package is implemented together with relevant stakeholders.

· Albania is invited to support the EU position concerning modification of Art 22 bis of the AETR in line with current discussion in UNECE.

Rail 

· Albania will continue its efforts in ensuring its planned re-structuring of the rail sector taking into account the railway acquis.
· Albania is invited to take a strategic decision for future development of its rail sector, especially in the light of rail freight and infrastructure.

Air 

· Albania will continue its efforts to develop own capacity for safety oversight in the Civil Aviation Authority, building on the assistance provided by the second twinning project. 

· As regards air safety, Albania will ensure to present the proper strategy in fulfilling its entire obligation by national inspectors in the Operational field (OPS) to EASA and for the second Twinning to conclude possibly the preparation for this inspectors.

· Albania will finalise on-going efforts in completing phase 1 of the European Common Aviation Area Agreement.

· Albania has made relevant progress in SAFA programme and qualification of inspectors.

Maritime 

· Albania will take measures to further improve maritime transport safety and flag and port state control, particularly in the light of growing maritime traffic in the Adriatic Sea.

· Albania is encouraged to apply for membership in the Paris MoU.

· The importance of the EU maritime national single window project is acknowledged. It will have a major impact on the Albanian maritime ports and ships flying the Albanian flag.
Climate change

· Albania will present its national intended contributions to the 2015 international climate agreement in the climate sections of the Environmental Cross-Cutting Strategy and the Strategy for Development and Integration to be adopted by the end of 2014. 

· Albania will develop and share its plan to strengthen its administrative capacity in the area of climate action by September 2014.

· Albania will develop it National Adaptation Plan (with the support of GiZ) by the end of 2015.

· Albania shared an analytical account of its EU climate acquis alignment progress so far, and will share a schedule for the alignment of remaining climate acquis by the end of 2014.

· Albania is strongly encouraged to start developing its IPA II project pipeline in view of its climate acquis approximation efforts, and for that purpose work closely with the EU Delegation and DG CLIMA.

Environment

· Albania will provide a list of projects which have been subject to the Environmental Impact Assessment.

· Albania will provide organigram and information regarding the structures and institutional set-up in the field of environment policy.

· Albania will inform the European Commission about the progress in aligning with the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive and it will consider using best practices in the new EU Member States on this issue.

· Albania is strongly encouraged to start developing IPA II project pipeline, in particular in the heavy investment sectors such as waste management and water.

Regional Development 

· Albania will transmit to the Commission final version of the National Strategy for Development and Integration 2014-20, as soon as adopted.
· Albania will inform the Commission about the administrative-territorial reform, by presenting the draft. Albania is also expected to explain how this reform will contribute to the strengthening of local governments' capacities.

· Albania will continue its efforts to develop a pipeline of mature investment projects, which will reduce the infrastructural gap and increase convergence of the less developed areas of the country. The Commission stands ready to provide technical and financial support for the preparation of this pipeline of projects in the context of the annual IPA programme of assistance and the financing mechanism of the Western Balkan Investment Framework.

· Local Governments in Albania should increase their capacity to design, implement and monitor projects. The Albanian Regional Development Fund is expected to contribute to the development of this capacity via regular rounds of transparent and competitive calls for project proposals. 

