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Subcommittee on Trade, Industry, Customs and Taxation

Brussels, 29-30 October 2014
Operational conclusions

Free movement of goods

· Albania will provide information on the structure of the market surveillance inspectorate being prepared as well as on the timeline for its establishment. The EU delegation encouraged Albania to follow EU standards in this field and stands ready to provide assistance and expertise if requested by Albania.
· Albania to clarify if the market surveillance inspectorate will cover intellectual property issues and if so, to provide an update on the related legal acts.
· Albania will provide a timeline for the adoption of the national strategy for accreditation and metrology and for the planned alignment with the measurement instruments directive;

Trade
· Albania will follow on the complaint on possible technical barrier to trade in relation to customs controls on imports of lubricants upon receipt of the related information from the European Commission.

· Albania will examine in consultation with the European Commission how to address its WTO requirements as regards accession to the Agreement on Government Procurement to take account of its EU accession perspective.

· Albania was encouraged to strengthen its administrative capacity for developing trade policy and ensuring inter-institutional coordination and consultation, including with the Ministry of Integration on trade-related issues falling within the commitments under the SAA.

Taxation

· Albania will provide written information on the taxation of non-residents i.e. types of income which are taxed in Albania, tax rates and application of bilateral tax conventions.

· Albania will provide quantitative information of its efforts to fight tax fraud, in particular the number of PIT and CIT audits conducted, and the number of serious fraud cases reported for criminal prosecution. 

· Albania will provide detailed tables on the refund of VAT arrears, including amounts claimed, refunded and outstanding. 

· Albania was encouraged to take measures to avoid VAT arrears as from 2014 and to ensure the sustainability of the system through strong implementation of the VAT legislation.

· Albania will provide information about its anticorruption efforts in the tax administration, including the number of personnel concerned and the follow up (whether administrative of criminal) of those cases. 

· The EU delegation underlined the importance of the Tax administration having powers to conduct audits and being able to receive information, including from financial institutions. Albania will provide written information on how the existing provisions function in practice. The EU delegation underlined the importance of systematic and periodical access to information concerning recipients of interest payments and account holders and of access to all other financial information held by any financial institution where necessary for the purposes of a tax audit. The European Commission stands ready to comment on the relevant national provisions and if necessary, to assist with technical expertise. 

Customs

· Albania will provide written information on the number of cases sent to the prosecution for customs-related offences. The EU delegation encouraged Albania to develop indicators to measure the success of anti-fraud operations in customs and excise, inter alia in the area of cigarette smuggling.

· Albania will provide written information on its compliance with the WTO rules on valuation. In particular, it will inform of the number and typology of cases in which methods other than the transaction value method, are used. 

· It will also inform about the use of reference prices for risk evaluation purposes, identify the areas in which they are used and the methods used to determine the reference prices.

· The EU delegation emphasized the importance for Albania of preparing and implementing an action plan with concrete objectives and deadlines to accede to the Common Transit Convention and the simplification of formalities in trade in goods.

· Albania will provide information about any adaptation sought of the civil service rules to be applied to personnel employed by the customs administration. 

Industrial policy and SME

· Albania will provide an update on the state of play of approval by the Council of Ministers of the draft agreement for its participation in the COSME programme. Albania was encouraged to visit EASME’s website on open calls for expressions of interest under COSME.
· Albania will provide feedback on the Enterprise Development and Innovation Facility (EDIF).

· Albania will provide the recently approved “Business and Investment Development Strategy” and its Action Plan. 

· Albania will update on the state of play of the preparation and adoption of the draft industrial strategy.

· Albania was encouraged to “mainstream” its industrial policy, i.e. to include competitiveness considerations in all relevant policy areas.

· Albania will provide an English version of the law on the mining sector.

· Albania will provide and English version of the draft law on bankruptcy supervision.

Tourism
· Albania was encouraged to fully use the satellite account for the preparation of its statistics on tourism.
· Albania was encouraged to pay attention to the EU internal market system when developing initiatives in the field of tourism. Clarity for EU consumers was underlined as an important element for the development of the tourism industry in Albania.
· Albania was encouraged to take account of tourism in its National Economic Reform programme.
