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Expert Report

TAIEX Expert Mission on Approximation to EU Legislation on Medical Treatment on Board Vessels
Ref:  63646
Date:  30-31 January 2017
Place: Tirana
Please complete this report in detail and return it electronically to: ieva.lukaseviciene@ec.europa.eu within 2 weeks of the completion of your mission.

INFORMATION ON THE EXPERT MISSION

	Country visited
	Albania

	Institution(s) visited
	Ministry of Health

	Name(s) of person(s) involved in the visit
	Mr. Edmond Abdyli, Mrs. Eralda Mariani and others according to list of participants


DETAILS OF THE EXPERT
 

	Name 
	Ivars

	First name 
	Vanadzins

	Position 
	Director

	Institution 
	Institute of Occupational safety and environmental health

	Country 
	Latvia

	Telephone 
	0037129534641

	E-mail 
	Ivars.vanadzins@rsu.lv


EXPERT REPORT
	1. Objective of the mission
	This mission was mainly focusing on the explanation of the provisions of the Council Directive 92/29/EEC of 31 March 1992 on the Minimum Safety and Health Requirements for Improved Medical Treatment on Board Vessels to stakeholders in Albania – various representatives from Ministry of Health (and institutions working under the supervision and delegation from Ministry of Health) and Ministry of Economics and transportation (and institutions working with Maritime safety and Ports). 
During the mission several other international regulations were introduced including the EU Directive 2008/106/EC of 19 November 2008 on the minimum level of training of seafarers and several documents prepared by International Maritime organization, e.g. IMO International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code and IMO Medical First Aid Guide. Also the International Medical Guide for Ships specified in Part A of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watch-keeping for Seafarers were introduced. Requirements of International Life-Saving Appliances Code of the 1974 International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS Convention) were also presented and discussed with stakeholders. 
Besides these Latvian and Estonian systems for on-board medical supplies and safety training were presented and discussed as well as their transposition as part of harmonisation of EU regulations. Also the latest development towards classification of vessels and their requirements were presented. 
Albanian current system was also presented to TAIEX experts and other stakeholders to provide discussion platform for further development. 

	2. Observations: state of play; outcome of discussions; etc.
	Currently existing system of requirements towards health and safety are rather fragmented and outdated as far as it concerns requirements for on-board medical treatment and supplies as well as training on first-aid provision on vessels flying under Albanian flag. There is currently system for epidemiological surveillance of vessels but not harmonized system for on-board supplies and training and their regular control and supervision. Also there are some requirements towards training for staff working on sea-going vessels but not fully harmonized and in line with IMO requirements. Also currently there is no good coordination between Ministries and institutions involved. Large part of discussions was devoted on best approach to be taken for development of minimum requirements towards Minimum Safety and Health Requirements for Improved Medical Treatment on Board Vessels. Approaches presented by experts on Latvian and Estonian models for regulations are rather different as Latvia has taken more simple and basic approach (but also integrating the harbour and recreation vessels without professional crews) taking minimum of Directive requirements and referring to International requirements set by IMO. On the other hand Estonia has prepared detailed and explicit Maritime Safety Act covering all possible requirements in National legislation.    

	3. Conclusions 
	It seems that most realistic approach for Albania is to take the approach used by Latvian OSH authorities (Ministry of Welfare of Latvia) by adopting the minimum requirements set in EU Directive 92/29/EEC and providing references to corresponding requirements issued by International Maritime organization. For this it is essential that inter-disciplinary working group under Ministry of Health (tasked with transposition of these requirements) are established in collaboration with Ministry of Economics and Transportation top develop first draft of text for such regulations. Coordination with currently developing system for professional training in Albania (for first-aid training) shall be ensured. 

	4. Recommendations (including possible areas and nature of future assistance)
	It is essential that Ministry of Health continues the work (and discussions among national stakeholders) towards development of Regulations for Minimum Safety and Health Requirements for Medical Treatment on Board Vessels coordinating such efforts with stakeholders from Port authorities (under Ministry of Economics and Transportation).
It is possible and advisable that another workshop is organized with support from TAIEX on development of draft text of such Regulations taking into account the EU Directives 92/29/EEC and 2008/106/EC as well as requirements of International Maritime organization and other international conventions. During such workshop also the coordination with other requirements such as training for first-aid shall be ensured. 
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